
2008 Judicial Candidate Poll Results 
 

JUDICIAL RACE/CANDIDATE 
Highly 

Qualified Qualified Unqualified 

Do Not 
Know 

Candidate Not Rated 

Total 
Votes 
Cast 

Supreme Court of Kentucky 
James M. “Jim” Shake 58.7% 

(437) 
28.6% 
(213) 

2.6% 
(19) 

5.5% 
(41) 

4.6% 
(34) 

100% 
(744) 

Lisabeth Hughes Abramson 65.7% 
(489) 

18.3% 
(136) 

2.2% 
(16) 

8.6% 
(64) 

5.2% 
(3) 

100% 
(744) 

        
Jefferson Circuit Court, 4th Division 
W. Douglas Kemper 21.4% 

(159) 
25.5% 
(190) 

12.8% 
(95) 

31.0% 
(231) 

9.3% 
(69) 

100% 
(744) 

Charlie Cunningham 26.3% 
(196) 

23.1% 
(172) 

3.9% 
(29) 

36.7% 
(273) 

9.9% 
(74) 

100% 
(744) 

        
Jefferson District Court, 2nd Division 
Ann Bailey Smith 62.0% 

(274) 
10.2% 
(45) 

1.8% 
(8) 

23.3% 
(103) 

2.7% 
(12) 

100% 
(442) 

John J. Vandertoll 4.8% 
(21) 

14.7% 
(65) 

12.9% 
(57) 

58.6% 
(259) 

9.0% 
(40) 

100% 
(442) 

        
Jefferson District Court, 8th Division 
D. Steven Parks 0.9% 

(4) 
3.2% 
(14) 

10.2% 
(45) 

79.8% 
(353) 

5.9% 
(26) 

100% 
(442) 

David P. Bowles 21.5% 
(95) 

20.8% 
(92) 

7.2% 
(32) 

43.9% 
(194) 

6.6% 
(29) 

100% 
(442) 

Anne Dedman Watkins 8.6% 
(38) 

14.7% 
(65) 

11.3% 
(50) 

60.4% 
(267) 

5.0% 
(22) 

100% 
(442) 

Theodore S. “Ted” Shouse 7.0% 
(31) 

12.9% 
(57) 

5.4% 
(24) 

68.1% 
(301) 

6.6% 
(29) 

100% 
(442) 

        
Jefferson District Court, 16th Division 
Katie King 2.3% 

(17) 
5.5% 
(41) 

18.1% 
(135) 

62.4% 
(464) 

11.7% 
(87) 

100% 
(744) 

David Larry Holton II 16.4% 
(122) 

18.1% 
(135) 

5.9% 
(44) 

49.6% 
(369) 

9.9% 
(74) 

100% 
(744) 

 
NOTE: Those candidates shown in bold italic type were rated in September 2008; all others were 
rated in March 2008. 
 
The candidates for the Court of Appeals and Jefferson Circuit Court, 10th Division are unopposed and 
therefore were not rated. 

#  #  # 
 
For additional information on the polling process or results of this poll, you may contact the Judicial 
Committee Chair Edmund “Pete” Karem at (502)589-2627. 


